The jy Reeviartions of 
REeLiciovs ZERATL. 


A 


| Preached on 
E edneſday, Nov. 2 1728. 
4 T THE 


Eveninc LECTURE 
IN THE 


0 LD JURY. 


By Grones surren, M. 4. 


* Wea. ne ——ä— 


5 0 3 2 


— — 


LONDON, 


5 Poultry. ; M. DCC. XXIX. 4 6d. 1 


Printed for ]. Gra Y, at the Croſs Keys in the 


8 


HOGS: 4+ 
A <ATS 


"— 


8 1. Bhs r . 
N r : rb 


1 
4 


fs RR > wy; 22 5 TOs 
HEE TAO EARNS EN EY 


*% 


* n ; IE ; » 224 B - PL 2 2 X 2 CE a — 5 mee - 3 
eee e IU II ee GE ee eee 


* 


ROM. x. 2. 


For ¶ bear them Record, that 


they have a Zeal of God, 


ut not according to Knows 
ledge. : 


right Kind, is undoubt- 


in laudable and 
neceſſary Diſpoſition of Mind : We 
are not, however, to imagine, that 
every Thing | which goes by that 
Name, is either commendable, or 
ſo much as lawful. The Uſe of 


5 the 


EAL, when it is in a 
good Cauſe, and of a 


4 The proper Regulations 
the Word in the New Teſtament, 5 
is it ſelf ſufficient to convince us 
of this; ; for it is there much oft- 
ner us'd in a bad, than a good 

| Senſe; and more frequently ſigni- 
fies that which is faulty and fin- 
ful, than any Thing praiſe-wortliy 

and acceptable i in the Sight of God. 
This alone were enough to ſhew 
us, of what Importance it is to 
enquire into the Nature of Zeal ; 
the Characters by which we may, 
with Certainty, diſtinguiſh that 
which is regular from that which 
is faulty; ; the proper Occafions on 
which it is to be exerciſed; and 
the Bounds which muſt be ſet 1 
it, to prevent it from degenerating 

| into Fury and Madneſs, But the 
Uſefulneſs of ſuch Inquiries would 


(it may be) more ſenſibly appear, 
5 if 


: ES 


a 
i. 
1 

* 


¶ Religious Zeal. 5 
if we were to look into Hiſtory, 
particularly Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
and take a View of the Miſchiefs 
that have ſprung from raſh, miſ- 
guided Zeal: It would be no dif- 
ficult Thing to collect thence ſuch 
an Account of them, as would 
make a good- natur d Man trem- 
ble; for 1 think it may be truly 5 
ſaid, that all the Quarrels aß 
men which have ariſen 
among Chriſtians; 5 all the Cruelty = 
and Injuſtice they ha ve by Turns 
exerciſed towards one another, 
have been principally, if not whol- 
ly owing to this, as the Cauſe of 
them. When 1 fay this, I would 
not be underſtood, as defigning to 
diſcountenance or ms all Kind of 
Zeal for God and Religion; ; far 
from it: I am fully convinc'd, that 


o. 
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5 nothing is Meaner, or more Un- 
becoming, than Lukewarmneſs and 


Indifference in ſuch caſes. But 


then, fince it is ſo eaſy, and fo 
common a Thing, for Men to run 
into Extravagance and Madneſs, 
and then to juſtify and 7 


themſelves for their Zeal; 


highly neceſſary we ſhould be * N 
on our Guard, and ſee to it, that 
as on the one hand, we 7 not 


5 cold and unconcern d i in the Cauſe 


of Truth and Virtue ( which are 
the Cauſe of God; ) ſo on the 
other hand, that we take heed 
to regulate our Zeal, to keep it 
within Bounds, and not make uſe 
of it as a Cloak to cover our ſelves 
in the Gratification of Paſſions, 
Ds and i in the Purſuit of Ends which 
yy we e dare not avow. 
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of Religious Zeal, 7 
Tis with theſe Views that 1 
— 


1 In a few Words. to ſtate the 


| Notion of Zeal in general. 
And then, 


II. To ſet before you ſuch Marks 
I} and Characters of true and 
regular Zeal, by which you 
L may certainly diſtinguiſh it 
from that which is falſe and 
” miſchievous. 


A BY the little that has been ſaid, i 
= appears, that ſimply and abſo- 
lately confider'd, Zeal is neither 
2 Virtue nor a Vice; but may be 
eeither the one or che other, ac- 
FT cording to the Springs and Mo- | 
tives, and Tendencies of it. The 
23s general Notions of it may be thus 


ſta ted ; 


8 The proper Regulations 
ſtated ; That it is the Wi armtb or 


Earneſtneſs of the Mind, for or * 
any Cauſe or Thing; prompting us to, 
and diſcovering it ſelf. * @ vigorous 


Manner of acling. 
Let us ſee cen if we cannot fix 
upon ſome ſuch Marks and Chara- 


Teers of true regular Zeal, as will help 
us certainly to diſtinguiſh it, from 
that which is falſe and alot. 

I take leave to projets the fol- 

lowing as ſuch, 

Firſt, 1 Zeal muſt be 
founded upon Knowledge of, anda 

_ deliberate Judgment form'd about, 
the Matter or Thing which enga- 
ges our Zeal. Tis for wanting 

this, that the are blames the 

Zeal of the Jews. I bear then Re- 

cord, that they have a Zeal of God, 

2 not according to Kuomledge. Tha | 


Ne- 


18 RE . n 
. II on 


* 45," wit 


of Religions Zeal, 5 
Neceſſity of ſuch Knowledge is, 
one would think, obvious to eve- 
ry bodies Notice; for without it, 
our Zeal may, for ought we know, 
be engag d in a bad Cauſe; which 
ſurely 1s a ſufficient Proof that it is 
| irregular. 
The Man, who deſigning to 
make great haſte in his Way, either 
ſhuts his Eyes, or takes no Notice 
whither he goes; by how much 
the more in haſte he is, fo much 
the more likely is he to ſtumble, 
or fall, or go out of his Way. 
Juſt k he who is puſh'd on by - 
warm Zeal, in Defence of, or in 
Oppoſition to any Point, "which | 
he either cannot, or won't be at 
the Pains to maiderſtand, and form 
a Judgment about; wil very pro- 
bably find himſelf engaged on = 
wrong fide, B "Ti. 
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Let us then take care, that be- 


fore we ſuffer our Zeal to grow 


warm, for or againſt any Cauſe ; 


we get as thorough a Knowledge 
of it as we can. How common 
ſoever it may be, yet nothing ſure- 
ly can be more prepoſterous, than 


to begin with being very zealous, 


make, who paſſing by a Crowd of 


People quarrelling with one ano- 
ther, and divided into Parties; — 

| ſhould preſently fide with one of 
them, and ſhew a great deal of 
Warmth in Defence of it, without 
knowing (or indeed at all enqui- 
ring) which is in the Right, and 
which in the Wrong. In this 

: Caſe, tho there n be but two 


Par- 


before we underſtand for what, or 
why. Confider a little, how ri- 
diculous a Figure would that Man 


ö 3 3 : 

„ Ds * : 2 

8 2 2 N WT; A” Pe. — * YC 
E Wee noo ire at, N 


* * "8 p 
3 8 ; 3 
2777 ²³Ü ü I RE TR 


of Religious Zeal. | IT 


Parties, and one of them in the 
Right ; (which yet is far from al- 
ways happening) it is an equal 
| Chance, whether he hits an that 
or the other: If there be more 
5 than two Parties, the greater the 
Number of them ' is, the greater 
is the Odds againſt him, whether 
he eſpouſes the Right or no; for 
there can be but one in the Right. 
But if it ſhould happen (as it of- 
ten does) that all Sides are miſta- 
ken, he is ſure to be ſo too, and 
for ought he can tell, may fall in 
with thoſe who are moſt in the 
Wrong. So neceſſary 1 it is to open 
our Eyes, and let in the Light, 
before we ſuffer our ſelves to be 
heated by the Fire of other Folks 
Zeal: So great a Hazard do we 


run, when we join with any Par- 


BY ty, 
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ty, without examining their Opi- 


nions, ſearching into the Springs 


and Motives of their Zeal, and in- 
quiring into the Jufineſs of the 
Methods which it prompts them 
to uſe. And yet I dare appeal to 
any Man, who is acquainted with 
the Hiſtory of former Times, or 
who obſerves what paſſes in our 
own; whether the far greater Num- 
ber of thoſe in every Age, who 
have ſhewn the warmeſt Zeal, have 
not at the ſame Time, diſcoverd 


the greateſt Ignorance. Nay, I 


dare appeal further, whether it 

does not generally hold good, that 
where there is moſt Ignorance, there 
is moſt of this kind of Zeal; ang 
where there is moſt Knowledge, = 
here is moſt Moderation, and Can- 
dor, and Forbearance towards 


thoſe 


| 


of Religious Leal, 13 


thoſe of a different Party or Opi- 
nion. 


Secondly, le Zeal mall be 


free from Prejudice, corrupt Bias, 
and Party-Views ; and muſt pro- 
ceed from a fincere Regard to 
Truth and Virtue. It is not my be- 

ing well informed of, and thorough- 

ly acquainted with the Cauſe in 
which J engage, that will of it ſelf 
juſtify my Zeal in it. If knowing 
a Thing to be falſe and erroneous, 


I contend earnefily for it ; or if 
knowing it to be unlawful, I pra- 
ctiſe it my ſelf, and frenuouſly 3 in⸗ 


iſt upon it that others ſhould do ſo 


too ; all the Zeal 1 expreſs upon 


| ſuch Occaſions is moſt certainly 
faulty. Nay, tho' it be a certain 
Truth, or an important Duty which 
Jam concerned for, and 1 know it 


\ 
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to be ſuch ; ; yet if my Concern and 
Zeal for it is occation'd, not by a 
fincere Regard to it as fac. nor to 
the Authority of God requiring 
me to be in earneſt in ſuch Caſes, 
but to Prejudice, or corrupt Bias, 
or Party- Views, my Zeal is ſtill not 
of the right Kind, 
We ought therefore to be very 


careful and ſtrict, in the Obſervati 


on of our ſelves, the Springs from 
whence our Zeal flows, and the 

| Motives by which it is (ot to work. 
When the Heart glows with an ar- 
dent Love to God, and a fincere 
Concern for the Cauſe of Ir uth 
and Virtue, there will be very little 
Danger of running into Extremes: 


The Man who 1 1s animated by ſuch = 


Principles, and ingag'd by ſuch 
Motives, will of Courſe abhor any 
ns Thing 


of Religious Zeal, 16 
Thing that is mean, aud baſe, and 
low; any Thing that is contrary to 
Humanity, and that Benevolence 
which all Men owe to one ano- 
ther; or inconſiſtent with the ge- 


nuine Spirit and Temper of Chri- 


ſtianity. When it is thus with 
him, tho' he can never be luke- 
warm in ſuch a Cauſe; yet he will 
always take care not to let his Zeal 
out- run his Knowledge, nor to pre- 
tend that a Concern for the Ho- 
nour of God, and the Advancement 
of Truth and Goodneſs, are the 
Sources of it; whilſt at the ſame 
Time it is all owing to his Corrup- 
tions, and Paſſions, and Prejudices. 
And here dead: the great Dan. 
ger lies, leſt we impoſe upon other 
People (and it may be upon our 


| ſelves too) with the Appearance ; 


and 
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and Pretence of ſuch a Concern for 
the Honour of God, and ſuch a diſ- 
intereſted Regard to Truth and 


Virtue; whilſt it is really Ambition 


and Pride, worldly Intereſt and Co- 
vetouſneſs, Envy, and a Spirit of 
_ Oppoſition, or ſome other ſuch cor- 
rupt Paſſion, that lies at the Bot- 
tom, and both kindles and inflames 
QUT Zeal, How apt Men are to do 
Wn} appeal to the Obſervation of 
any conſiderate Perſon, Tis true, 
no body will own theſe, or the 
like, tobe the true Reaſons of their 
Warmth and Zeal: Even thoſe who 
know in their own Conſciences, ; 
that they have no real Concern for : 


the Honour of God, Or the Ad- 5 


vancement of Religion, but that 


they are acted merely by worldly 4 | 


Politicks and Views ; won't ho. 
— f 


f Religious Zeal, 17 
ever publickly acknowledge it, for 
= 15 fear of defeating their own Deſigns, 
'Y i and paſſing for Knaves and Hypo- 

| crites, Nay, I will add, that no 


Man who is ſincere, wil allow 


| himſelf. to be influenced by ſuch | 
Motives; and it muſt be chro' In- 
advertence, and for want of being 
ſufficiently acquainted with him- 


ſelf, if at any Time he is ſo: All 


| | = 5 1 ſay, I am very ready to al- 


le and yet am very ſure, that 
the "A greateſt part of that Zeal 
which has been warmeſt, and done 
| moſt Miſchief in the ſeveral Ages 
ol the Church; has taken its Riſe 
| from Cauſes, and been actuated by = 
| Motives, widely different from 
thoſe which have been pretended, 


Hypocrites and worldly minded 


Men, have put on a Diſguiſe, and 
— — E 
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ſo impoſed upon the unwary and 
credulous; nay, and ſometimes 


even good Men (tho the Suppoſi- 


tion of their being ſuch, implies 
that they did not perceive it) have 


been influenced by baſe and un- 


worthy Views, whilſt they 1ma- 
gin'd that it was Zeal for God and 


| Religion all the while, and fo have 


deceived not only other People, 


but themſelves too. 


Jo make good what I have now 
advanc'd, it may be of uſe to con- 
fider a little, how commonly, and 
how eafily, Mankind are thus led 
aſide by their Prejudices. | Every 
| body obſerves, that of thoſe who 
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have any Zeal for Religion, the ge- | 


nerality are zealous for that which : 
they were firſt taught, and in which 


— they have been all along brought F 


up. 
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of Religious Zeal. 19 
up. Thus the Heathen World was 


very zealous for a Plurality of 
Gods, and for that e 


Worſhip which they were taught 


to pay to them. So zealous, that 
Socrates, one of the wiſeſt nid beſt 
among thein, was accus'd and put 


to Death as an Atheiſt, for teach- 
ing that there is but One God, and 


that thoſe whom his Country Men | 
worſhipp'd as Gods, were not 
ſuch. Thus the TERS are 


very zealous for the Honour of 


their Prophet, and would ſcarce 
think it a Fault, I ſuppoſe, to mur- 
der any Man, that ſhould caſt a 
Reflection, alther on his Perſon or 
Laws. The blind Zeal of the 
Jews, and their Contempt of all tale 
reſt of Mankind; plainly enough 
appear, from the Account given of 


—_— them 
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them in the New Teſtament. So 
again, as to the Papiſts, their ſtub- 
born Bigotry, and raſh Zeal, have 
been not only ſeen, but ſenfibly felt 
too. I could heartily wiſh, that 
Proteſtants had never, any of them, 
been chargeable in the like kind, 
It would be tedious to mention all 
the ſeveral Sets and Parties into 


which they are ſhamefully divided; 


tho? if I were to do ſo, it would be 
plain, with reſpect to each of them, 
that many of thoſe who give in to 
them, and are moſt zealous for 
them, have no other kind of Rea- 
{ons for doing ſo, than, that ſuch 
were the Opinions and. Practices 


they were brought up in, and the 1 
Eſpouſing theſe ſerves theirlntereſt . © 


and gratifcs t their Paſſions, 


When 


of Religious Zeal. 21 


When A thoughtful Man ſets. 5 
him down, and takes ſuch a View 
of the World; when he ſees every 
Party, not only pretending to be 
| fully perſuaded that themſelves are 
in the Right, and all the reſt in the 
Wrong; but very zealouſly defend- 
ing their own Opinions and PraQti- 
ces, and oppoſing thoſe of other Peo- 
ple ; it's natural, in ſuch a Caſe, to 
inquire, Whence this ſhould come 
to paſs ? To what it can be owing, 
that reaſonable Creatures, and ſome 
of them bleſt with a divine Revela- 
tion too, ſhould yet think and act fo 


| # very differently; give into ſuch pal 


pable Abſurdities, and contradict 


one another in Points, where even 
the common Senſe of an inn partial ö 


Man would be ſufficient to ts ter- 
mine between them; aa. e very 
5 angry” 
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angry with one another, for uſing 


that Liberty, which every one 
thinks he himſelf has a Right to. 


It can (I think) be accounted for 
no other Way, than by ſuppoſing _ 
( what Experience ſhews to be true 


= fact) that the Bulk of Mankind 
take up their Religion as they find 

it, without making any Inquiry in- 

to the Grounds and Reaſons of it: 
Generally ſpeaking, it is not Evi- 
dence of its Truth, or Conviction 

of its Uſefulneſs, that inclines them 
to chooſe any Religion at all; or to 


5 prefer one before another; be Ex- 


ample which they follow "Propdices 
which they have imbib'd. corrupt 


Bias by which they are ſuay d, Kh [ 
Party Deſigns which are to be car- [3 


ried on. Thus moſt Men come by 


what they call their Religion, and 1 


hence 5 


IX 
Y 
* 


of Religious Zeal. 2 3 


5 hence flows that Z eal which does 
ſo much Miſchief in the World; 
whereas, diligent Inquiry alter, * 
and a fincore Love of Truth and : 
Virtue, tho' it would not abate, yet 
it would regulate our Zeal. 


Thirdly, Regular Zeal muſt al- 


ways be proportion d to the Mo- 
ment of the Things about which it 
1s ingag'd. That is to ſay, the more 
important the Thing is, the warm- 
er may our Zeal be, either or for a- 
gainſt it; and the leſs important it is, 
the leſs nab is there of being much 
concern'd about it. I ſuppoſe it will 
be granted, that Things are, in 
their own Nature, as well as in hu- 
man Eſtimation, of different Impor- 
tance; does it not hence follow, 
that Things thus different on 
8 from us a different Degree of Re- 


Wk 2 


24 The proper Regulations 
gard ? That that Zeal is very irre- 
gular which is equally warm upon 
every Occafion ? And that in Order 
to the Regulation of it, it muſt be 
proportion'd to the Weight of the 
Matter about which it is engag d? 
All which, if it be ſo, will ſerve yet 
farther to convince us, of the Irre- 
gularity of the far greateſt part of 
that Zeal, which has done moſt 
Miſchief in the World. It would 
be endleſs to tell you, what trifling 
Matters have given Occaſion to the 
moſt furious Conteſts in the Chriſti - 
an Church; Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory is, 
in a manner, one continued Series 
of Inſtances of this kind, Give me 
leave to mention one or twoof them, 
In the firſt Age of Chriſtianity, 3 
the Converts to it were partly Jews, 
and partly Gentiles : The former, 
were 


of Religious Zeal, 25 
were very zealous for the Obſerva- 
tion of ſeveral of the Ceremonies of 
Moſes s Law; the latter thought, 

(and thought truly ) that now the 

Neceſſity and Uſe of them was ſu⸗ 
perceded. Any attentive Reader of 
the New Teſtament may ſee, ho- 

hercely each Side contended ; the 

one for, the other againſt, theſe. | 

Trifles. The Apoſtles, particular- 
ly St. Paul, took every proper Oc- 

cCaſion to let both Sides know, that 
the Matters in diſpute were 1 in- 
conſiderable, that they did ill to 

condemn one another; that both 

Sides might (at leaſt till they were 

better inform'd) ſafely enjoy their 


own Opinions; that they ought to 


receive one another, But not to doubt- 
ful Diſputations: All which not- 


—ẽ they were ſnamefully 
„ 


"Y 
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alienated in Affection; and in their 


great Zeal thought that a Man de- 
ſerv'd the Name of a Chriſtian, ac- 
cording as he either did, or did not, 


ceeat of this or the other Meat, or 
obſerve this or the other Day. 


The next Quarrel in the Church 


which I ſhall take Notice of, was 
about the Time of keeping Eaſter : |} 
Some were for keeping it at the 
very Time the Jews celebrated the 
Paſſover, on whatever Day of the 
| Week that happen d. Others were 


for obſerving it on the Lord's Day 


following. For ſome little while 
they were fo wiſe as to bear with | 
one another in this trifling Diffe- 
- rence; but it was not long, before 
it grew to be the Matter of ſuch 
warm Debate; and the Determis 
mation of the Point was look d up- 


on 
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on as ſo very neceſſary, that, if 1 
miſtake not, ſeveral Councils were 
aſſembled about it; in which it was 
_ reſolv'd, that Eaſter ſhould be the 
Sunday after the Jewiſh Paſſover. 
And becauſe moſt of the eaftern 
 Churchesretain'd their former Opi- 
nion and Practice; the weſtern 
Churches were ſo very angry, that 
Victor, then Biſhop of Rome, pro- 
nounc 0 Sentence of Excommuni- 
cation againſt all ſuch as ſhould re- 
fuſe to come into his Meaſures. 
| Behold, how great a Matter a little 
Fre kindleth ! When Mens Minds 
are carnal and felfiſh, proud and 
worldly, nothing is ſo inconſider- 
able in it ſelf, but it may become 
a Bone of Cantention. 1 could 
employ this, and many more Hours, 


in Siring you an Account of their 
. Quar- = 


\ 
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Quarrels, about the Conditions up- 
on which the lapſed ſhould be reſto- 
red to the Churches Peace; the Re- 
baptizing ſuch as had been baptized 

by thoſe whom they pleas'd to call 


Hereticks; and a hundred more n 


ſtances, which 1 chooſe to paſs by, 
that I may have Time to ſuggeſt the 
following Remmkke 


15 Since it is of a greater 
Importance to every Man, that he 
himſelf ſhould judge right in Mat- 
ters of Doctrine, and behave well 
in Matters of Profiice ; ; than that 
others ſhould do ſo ; ie hence fol- 
| lows, that our Zeal ought princt- 
| pally to be employ” d this way. I 
am afraid this is too ſeldom conſi- 
der'd ; the generality of Mankind 
| ſeem to think, that their Zeal is to 
| Riad 4 
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be employ'd wholly about other 
People, and not at all about them- 


| felves. Nothing is more common, 


than to ſee the very ſame Men, who 
expreſs a great deal of Concern, 5 

that others ſhould think and act 

juſt as they do in Matters of Re- 
ligion, yet ſhamefully careleſs in 
their own Searches after Truth, 
and in regulating their own 8 
duct. Surely the firſt Efforts of 


3 Zeal ſhould be, for the Correction 


of our own Miſtakes and Faults: 
And tho' a good Man will not be 
wholly indifferent about thoſe of 
| other People; yet will he be more 
 concern'd, to remove the Beam out 


of his own Eye, than the Mote out 
of his Brother's. 


2. Plain Duties are of 1 more "EY 


. than Matters ot Specula- 
tion 5 
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tion; and therefore regular Zeal 
will be more ſolicitous about the 
former, than about the latter. That 
Men 2 fear God and keep his 
Commandments ; ; that they ſhould do to 
bl bers as ; they would have others do to 
them; that they ſhould live ſoberly, 
rigbtecuſiy, and godly ; is of vaſtly 
more Importance, than that they 
ſhould all agree exactly in diſputa- 
ble Points. And yet, as if Mankind 
were reſolved to act prepoſterouſſy, 


they have generally ſhewn ten fold — | 


more Zeal about ſpeculative Opi- 
nions, ( ſuch wherein the beſt Men 
may differ;) than about the plain- 


eſt and moſt important Duties. 


Look abroad into the World, and 
obſerve, how contentedly 2 of , 
the warineſt Zealots can let a Drun- 
kard, a Swearer, a Whoremonger, 
ES or 
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or an Oppreſſor, live peaceably by 
them, without attempting or de- 
firing to deprive them of their 
| Rights upon that Account; but if 
another Man happens to think 
ſomewhat differently from them 
in ſome abſtruſe Points of Religion, 
preſently their Zeal takes fire, lit- 
tle Differences are magnified, inno- 


cent, and it may be, wiſe and good 
Men are viltyd; hed miſrepreſen- 


ted as dangerous and iufectious 

Perſons. Is not Wickedneſs in a 
Man's Life as infectious, and a 
thouſand Times more dangerous, 5 
than a Miſtake in Opinion? ? Will 
not God much more eaſily pardon 

an Error in Judgment, or the 


[- Weakneſs of a Man's Underſtand- 


ing, than the Naughtineſs of his 
Heart, and the Badneſs of his Life? 


— 
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I am as ſure he will, as I am, that 
he is a wiſe and juſt Being, 

Let him, therefore, that would 

new a true Zeal for the Honour 


of God, and the Cauſe of Religion, 
ſet himſelf 3 in the Gap againſt Vice 


and Immorality; let him be more 


ſevere againſt an open Profligate, 
than againſt an honeſt Man of a a 
miſtaken Opinion: And I dare ſo 
far anſwer for the Succeſs of this 
Method, that when once Men's 
Hearts are mended, and their Lives 
reform'd ; they'll er quit their 
185 miſtaken Opinions, or their miſta- 
ken Opinions will do them no harm, 
„ and Love among Chri- 
4 ſtians, are of unſpeakably more 1 
portance, than any particular Form 
of Church Government, or any 
Rites and Ceremonies in Religion, 
.-- = mor 
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not injoyn'd by the Anthority of 
Chriſt : And therefore if our Zeal 
be regular, we ſhall be much leſs 
concern'd about impoſing and uſing 
_ theſe, than for the ſecuring and cul· 
tivating Peace and Love among all 

good Men. And yet (to our Shame 
be it ſpoken) theſe are the Things 
which have engag d a great part of 
the warmeſt of that Zeal which has 
| appear'd i in this Kingdom fince the 
Reformation. Whether the Church 
ſhould be rubd by Dioceſan Biſhops, 
or by Biſhops of no larger a Juriſdi- 
ction than they can perſonally in- 
ſpect? Whether Biſhop and Presby- 
ter are Names for different Orders; 

or different Names for the ſame 

Order of Church Governors? ? Whe- 
ther particular Churches are Inde- 
pendent of each other, as to the 
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Exerciſe of what is called Authori - 
ty; or, Whether every particular 
” Society of Chriſtians be ſubordinate 
and ſubje& to the Government of | 


Fynods? Whether Kneeling at the 


Sacrament, bowing at the Name 
of Jeſus, fi igning with the Croſs in 
- Baptiſm, praying by a Form or 


without, beCuſtoms and Ceremonies. | 


decent in themſelves, and fit to be f 
impos d; or, Whether Chriſtianity 
had not better be left in its native 
Simplicity, without theſe Supple- 
ments and Decorations ? Theſe, 
and the like, are Queſtions which 


Z have been long and warmly diſpu- f 


ted on both Sides. But, alas! how | 
little, comparatively, lian been done 

on either fide, towards reviving 
Chriſtian Love, cultivating Peace 
and Friendſhip, and maintaining 
Cha- 
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Charity, which is the Bond of 
Perfectneſs? 


Impartiality, Difintereſtedneſs, 


and a ſmall Meaſureof Undertland- 
ing, would ſoon have terminated 
all ſuch Differences, and would 
have made Men 1 agree in 
Opinion about them, or (which is 
far better) made them love one 
another notwithſtanding their Diſ- 
agreement. When ſhall it once be, 
that Chriſtians ſhall grow wife 
enough to lay no more ſtreſs on 
ſuch Things, than the Nature and 
Importance of them will bear? 


Tho! I heartily pray for the Time, 


yet J confeſs 1 am not fanguine 
enough to expect it, as long as 
Profit and Preferment are ſo cloſe- 
ly connected with a Profeſſion of 
the Belief of one particular Set of 


E 2 — Do- 
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Doctrines, or the practiſing one 
5 particular! Set of Ceremonies : And 
the Reaſon why I can't expect it is, 
: becauſe the Courſe of the World is 
ſuch, that Intereft will generally | 
carry it againſt judgment ; and 
there are, comparatively, few Men, 
who will not contend zealouſly for | 
Things which they ſecretly think | 
light of, ſo long as this is the Way 
. Wealth and Preferment ; rather 
than by an avow'd Moderation, 
make both more ſcarce. But fore : 
| a wiſe Man would prefer Peace and 
| Love to a thouſand ſuch Trifles, 
and would rather be found of fig ---i 
Lord cultivating thoſe, than diſ- 
puting never ſo earneſtly about | 
Porms of Government, and Rites in 


W orſhip. 


4. Re- 
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4. Regular Zeal muſt be attend- 
ed with Chriſtian Charity; and 
muſt never break in upon thoſe 
| Rights which all claim in common 
as Men and Chriſtians. I know ve- 

ry well, that nothing has been more 

common, than for intemperate Zeal 

to do the greateſt Miſchiefs, and 
commit the moſt barefac'd Violati- 
ons of Juſtice, Humanity, and com- 

mon Decency ; under the Pretence : 

of Charity to Men's Souls, and a 

| hearty Concern for their everlaſting 8 
Welfare. Thus the Proteſtants, at 
the Revocation of the Edict of 

Nantz, were told, that Dragooning, 
Plundering, and Impriſoning them, 

were for their Soul's good; that, i. 
they were robb'd of their Chikiren, 
*twas only to make them Members 
of that Church, out of which there L 

oO is 
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is no Poſſibility of being ſav d. This 
is joining Inſolence to Cruelty. 
Such, for ought 1 know, may be 
the Charity of a popiſh Bigot, 
whoſe tender Mercies have been 
often felt to be the moſt outragious 
Cruelties : But ſure I am, that as 
it is far from being of the Kind 
with that, which . the Chriſtian 
Religion inſpires ; ; fo every good 


naturd Man will deteſt ſuch vil. | 


5 lainous Pretences to it. Can any 


one in his Senſes be brought to 


believe, that groundleſs Suſpicions, 
raſh Cenſures, unjuſt Calumnies, 
cruel Tortures, or bloody Maſla- 
cres, are the n of Chriſtian 
5 Charity ? Tis impoſlible. If Saint 
James knew any Thing of the 


Matter, he will inform us, that ; 


lower Injuries than ſome of theſe 
— muſt | 
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muſt proceed from a quite diffe- 
rent Principle; even from that 

Wiſdom which 15 Ys {oy and : 
1 
Whatever therefore be the Cane 

in which our Zeal. engages, we 
muſt be careful, that it does not 
extinguiſh our Charity, but that 
it be animated by it: That we ne- 
ver injure any Man in his Perſon, 

Reputation or Property, under the 

Pretence of Zeal for God, and the 
better to inform his Judgment, and 
cure him of his Errors. Regular 
| Zeal will never go this way to 

work; and Chriſtian Charity will 
direct to Methods much more in- 
nocent and ſucceſsful: Such are, 
friendly, courteous Carriage; bw 
proof given in the Spirit of Meek- 
5 nels ; 5 Arguments back'd, not with 
8 
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Force, but Reaſon and Evidence 
calm and ſober Expoſtulations con- 
cerning the bad Tendency of their 
Errors, the flight Grounds on 
which they have embrac'd them, 


| and the Reaſonableneſs of Impar- 


tiality in our Searches aſter Truth: 
Methods of this kind ſeldom fail 
of doing good ; they have a direct 


Tendency to open Men's Minds 


to Conviction, and lead them to 


receive the Truth in the love of 

it: Whereas, the other Method 
can do no more than make Men 

Hypocrites; 5 proſeffing to believe 
that, which in their Hearts they I 


Þ deteſt and abhor. 


5. and Laſtly, Regular Zeal muſt 


be under the Conduct of Chriſtian 1 
Prudence. Since in its general No- 
tion it imports Warmth and Ear- |} 


neſtneſs 
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"neſtneſs of Mind, and that prompt- 

ing us to a vigorous Manner of aq- 
ing ; ; if it be not thus conducted, 

it will in all likelihood become 


Räeaſh and Impetuous, and run us in- 


to a thouſand Indecencies and In- 
conveniencies. | 
That you may the better come 


at my Meaning under this Head, 


be pleas d to recollect what was 
ſaid under a former; that our Zeal 

ought to proceed from a ſincere 
5 Regard to God and Religion, to 


| | Truth and Virtue : If now theſe be 5 


the only Things that can juſtifiablß 


kindle and engage our Zeal ; and 


if for want of Prudence the em 


eſt Zeal will rather defeat than ad- 
| vance theſe good Ends, it is mani- 


teſt that Zeal ought always to be 


- 5 by Prudence, By which I 


_ would 
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would not be underſtood to mean 


worldly Prudence, or that which 
is only concern d to ſecure our pre- 


ſent Eaſe and Intereſts: For theſe 


muſt often be ſacrificd in ſo good 


| a Cauſe: But the Prudence I mean, | 
is that which will direct to the | 


Choice, and in the Uſe of the pro- 


pereſt Methods, and the fitteſt Sea | 


ſons for promoting theſe good | 
Ends. 


There are ſome Ways of pro- , 


pPagating Religion, and of which } 


| ſome Men ſeem fonder than of any | 
other, that have always done Re- | 


” ligion more Harm than Service.. 
Every Means that may be devis d, 


can't be thought fit to ſerve every | 
End that may be propos d. 
So again, all Seaſons are not 
proper for che Exerciſe of Zeal in | 

| De- 


ol — 


| Defence of Reli tgion : A Man may 
be ſo unskilful, as to pitch upon 
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ſuch a Time, or Place, or other 


_ Circumſtance, in which to, refute 
Error, or reprove Sin; as may not 
only b him loſe his Pains, 
but confirm the Perſon in his wrong 
Opinion or Practice. If our Zeal 
be thus raſh and incautious, it de- 
feats it ſelf, and is certainly i irre- 
gular. Whereas, If it be guided 
by Prudence, it will (ordinarily 
at leaſt) avoid theſe Inconvenien- 
cles: It will on the one hand, di. 
rect us not to be ſo timorous, as 
| to refuſe venturing any Thing tor -- 
| God's ſake, and in a good Caule ; 
and on che other hand, it will re- 
ſtrain from all precipitate Meaſures, 
and lead us to have a due Regard | 
to Perſons, Seaſons, Places, and 


8 — 
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other ſuch Circumſtances ; the not 
attending to which, has been the = 
Occafion of blaſting many an ho- 
neſt and well meant Defi A 
W When Zeal is under ſuch Regu- 
ations as theſe which I have men- 


tion d, I don't know any Character 
in the World more lovely, than 


that of a zealous Man. It is in 


ſhort this; which, the more nar- 


rowly we view it, the better v we 
ſhall like it. 
He is one, who by ſerious In- 
quiry has arriv'd at a competent 
Acquaintance with thoſe Truths 
which it is of moſt Importance to 
1 know, and of thoſe Duties which 
are moſt neceſlary to be practis d. 
And as he ſees how perfectly agree- 
able the former are to the Under- 
ſtanding of a reaſonable Creature, 
5 and 
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and hae fit it is, that thoſe who 
are endow'd with Reaſon, and are 


deſign'd for ſocial Liſe, ſhould 


_ practiſe the latter; ; fo he has a 
ſettled Propenſity, a warm Deſire, | 


to propagate both the one and the 


other among Mankind, and to 
improve himſelf eſpecially, in both. 
This his Zeal, ariſes not from any - 


corrupt Bias on his Will, or any 
ſelfiſh Purpoſes that are to be an- 
ſwer' d by it; but from a rational _ 


Conviction that nothing i is ſo beau- 
tiful and amiable as Truth and 
Virtue; and from a ſincere Deſire 

to promote the Honour of God, 5 
and the Happineſs of Mankind. <5 


Ne is one, who, as he knows, that 


tho all Truth 3 is equally true, yet 
that it is not all of equal Impor- 
tance, nor every real Duty of equal 


Ne. 


* * * * A F - — — — * in ” K FT) _ Wk. pe 1 * _ * — . 
f k a r - * — 5 : > ee : g >” a 3 * — : 2. * 8 „ > 2 . halt - aff _-_ * f — ** N 
: * : — = _—_ 2 r 2 = 5 r e * * 3 * * Fer oe : * , af * K = = 2 - 2 * * - 5 ) 
r a . — n [oc OS — 2 2 — 7 , I N 5 1 > = 
. ; : 5 : | 


46 The proper Regulations 
Neceſſity; ſo he proportions his 
| Zeal to the Nature and Moment of 


Things * Being leſs concern'd abou t 5 


Matters of comparatively little 
5 ght, and more ſo about great- 


He is one, who amidſt all 


5 Zeal, remembers that he i is a 


Man; ſubject to Paſſions and Mi- 


ſtakes as well as his Neighbours: 


And therefore he never grows. 


 Haughty and Aſſuming, Inſolent 
aud Domineering, but is full of 
Love and Good-will to all Man- 
kind, even to thoſe who differ 
moſt widely from him: And who 
therefore dares not, under any Pre- 
tence whatſoever, vidlate the Laws 
of Charity, nor break 3 in upon any 
Rights to which all Men have an 
equal Claim. He is one, who, 
cho he ſpares no Vans 1 in inform- 


ing 
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ing the Ignorant, convincing 2 | 
Erroneous, reproving the bold Sin- 
ner, and reforming the Debauchee; 
yet never allows himſelf to cenſure 
raſhly, to ſlander, oppreſs or injure 
any Man in any kind, arid much 
leſs upon account of Religion, or 
Matters of Conſcience. Finally, 
He is one, who, tho' he is very 
E earneſt and diligent in this Work, 
yet goes about it with Prudence, 
and manages it with Caution and 
Diſcretion. 
Such is the Character of tlie 
Man whoſe Zeal God approves, 


and all wiſe and good Men ap- 


E 2 it. And as ugly an L Appearance 


plaud. Such : a Man can ſcarce be 
ſupposd ever to do any Miſchief 

In the World; he can ſcarce fail 
1 being remarkably beneficial to 


as 
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as Zeal ſometimes makes, „ big with 8 
the Miſchiefs and Ruin which'it 


has $00 often produc d; thus love 


ly a Figure would it inake, under 
the mention d Regulations. Tho 
therefore there is nothing againſt 
which I would more earneftly 
caution, than againft a blind, ſel- 
fiſh, undiſtinguiſhing, uncharita- 
ble, and raſh Zeal; yet I take leave 
to recommend a well regulated 
Zeal, as à Diſpoſition of Mind 


which we ought to cultivate = 


our ſelves, and value, whenever | 
we ſee it in others. 


2 
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